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 Northumbria Area Ramblers 

 

Draft Minutes of the 77th Annual General meeting held on Saturday, 6th February, 

2016 at St. Mary’s RC Church Hall, Dockendale Lane, Whickham at 2.00pm. 

Meeting attended by 32 members. 

1  Introduction 
Penny Ford, Northumbria Area Chair, welcomed everyone to the AGM.  She thanked 

Gateshead Group for hosting the event, providing refreshments and for leading an 
interesting and enjoyable walk in the morning. 

2 Apologies. 
Apologies received from A. Mitcham, M. McVey, P. Hawdon, N. Wright, M. Nugent, 

C. Ludman, A. Dickinson, D. Coleman. 

3 Minutes of the 76th AGM 

A typographical error in the spelling of the name of last year’s speaker had been 
corrected.  The minutes were adopted as an accurate record.   Proposed by: Neil 

Allender. Seconded by D. Turnbull 

4  Matters Arising 
None 

5  Adoption of the Annual Report. 
The report had been on the website for some time for all to see.  Penny Ford gave a 

brief synopsis of the main points in the officers’ reports. 

Membership:  The membership numbers are 2130 at the time of writing.  245 new 

members have joined this year but membership overall continues to drop.  An 
unexplained group, which appears to be administrative, now has 65 members.  To 

date no reason has been given for the existence of this group.  Malcolm McVey 
intends to contact members to ascertain whether or not they have chosen this 

group and if they know they can walk with regular groups and benefit from Area 
activities. 

Access:  A statutory review of maps showing Access land has been deferred.  
Coastal Access continues.  The section in Durham from South Bents to Hart, opened 

in 2014 is now to be linked to the section running north into Northumberland as far 

as Amble.  Morpeth Group has been active in reviewing the section running north 
from Seaton Sluice.  

Rights of Way: Most RoWs are in good condition despite the effect of cuts.  The 
Big Path Watch had revealed problems but councils are frustrated by lack of funds 

for action.   

The Morley Hill Farm issue is moving towards resolution with the creation of a new 

footpath. 

The re-instatement of the Heritage Way is making progress.  Local Authority 

support is evident and it is hoped to re-open the route later in 2016. 

Webmaster:  The existing website is in need of renewal.  Most members now use 

the website to gather necessary information. 

Training:  A full subsidised programme has been available but numbers 

participating have been low.  Next year it has been decided to invite interested 
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members to offer dates when they are available in order to minimise the occasions 

when interest is there but the dates of courses are inconvenient. 

Reports had also been received from all Groups.  

 The Annual Report was adopted.  Proposed by K. Tweddle, Seconded by V. 
Ludbrooke:. 

6 Adoption of the Actual Accounts 
Steve Edwards presented the accounts.  He reported that the three changes in Area 

Treasurer in eighteen months had led to some confusion.  There had been delay in 
making payments which had led to apparent discrepancies.  All such discrepancies 

were accounted for and explained to the meeting.  There had been some difficulties 
about allocations but these were now resolved.   

Two scams had been attempted during the last month.  This had been reported to 
Central Office. 

The accounts were adopted.  Proposed by J. Foster, Seconded by D. Turnbull. 

7 Appointment of Auditor. 

Gary Kennedy had agreed to continue. 

8 Election of Officers 
Area Treasurer:  Steve Edwards was willing to be confirmed in post.  Proposed by 

N. Allender,   

Seconded by R. Fletcher. 

Rights of Way Officer:  Neil Allender was proposed by V. Ludbrooke, Seconded by 
G. Dallow. 

The following officers were willing to continue:- 

Area Chair: Penny Ford 

Vice Chair: Richard Fletcher 

Membership: Malcolm  McVey 

Access Officer: Nuala Wright 

Publicity and Media: Dave Turnbull 

Website manager: Tony Royston 

Training Officer:  Judith Taylor was co-opted onto the committee in this role.  

Proposed by K. Tweddle, Seconded by R. Hutchinson. 

9 Election of 6 Independent members to Area Council for the term of 1 
year. 

 Rob Hutchinson, Bill Gallon and Mark Nugent had expressed interest in re-election.   
This was proposed by G. Dallow, seconded by J Foster. 

10 General Council 2016 
To be held in York on 2nd-3rd April.  Richard Fletcher and Penny Ford will attend as 

delegates and Rachel  Orange will attend as visitor. 

11 AOB 

Volunteer Development Days are very valuable for extending skills.  The next one 
in the area will be on 16th September in the University of Durham.  
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A Volunteer certificate of commendation has been introduced to acknowledge good 

work by volunteers.  More can be found out by visiting the Ramblers’ website. 

Bill Gallon asked for further information from Gateshead Group about their decision 

to carry a defibrillator on all walks.  The Group was asked to prepare a short report 
covering the training involved and any organizational issues. 

12 Date and Venue of 2017 AGM 
Penny Ford explained that the date of Area AGM had been put back so that it was 

possible for all groups to have their AGM beforehand, thus complying with 
constitutional regulations. 

Venue is yet to be agreed.  Date: Saturday, 4th February 2017. 

13  Address by Guest Speaker. 

Roy Hunt, member of the Ramblers’ Board of Trustees, spoke on Governance, The 
Big Path Watch and Central Office. 

Governance.  Many Areas and Groups had expressed concern or outright 
opposition to the proposals.  The main concerns centered on the lack of clarity in 

the propositions on which members had been asked to respond.  Despite the defeat 

of the ideas at General Council 2015, the Board was still minded to proceed 
although support within the Board was less secure.  The introduction of one 

member-one vote still caused concern for two reasons; the cost involved would be 
extensive and the transparency of the hustings would be irreplaceable.   

At central administrative level, there was a Charity Commission requirement to re-
examine the constitution.  This could be expressed in clearer English without any 

changes in meaning.  A useful clause could be added making it possible to dismiss 
any member whose behaviour is counter to the Ramblers’ ethos.  There has not 

been enough time to include such a clause. 

At membership level, there has been no identification of the problems that the new 

governance proposals seek to correct.   There is therefore no understanding of why 
action is needed. 

The role of Area Co-ordinator is much more demanding and most Areas would be 
unlikely to fill the post.  The requirement of a signature box and the need to be 

bound by agreement is counterproductive.  In Roy Hunt’s opinion, volunteers in 

Areas and Groups should be given a model to aspire to and not mandatory 
requirements to deliver.  He emphasised that it should be borne in mind that 

members are volunteers and not employees to be managed. 

The Big Path Watch. 

The aim had been good.  The achievement had been pleasing in that five times 
more paths had been surveyed than ever before.  There had also been a 

reinvigorated relationship between Ramblers and Councils and an increased 
willingness to work with Councils.  The scheme had been unsuccessful in having set 

the target of the survey at 100% of footpaths , which was unachievable.  Just over 
half the footpaths in England had been surveyed. 

Central Office. 

Roy Hunt outlined the structure of Central Office, the numbers of staff employed in 

various categories (68 overall).  He added that the Finance Sector was an excellent 
team and that Ramblers’ finances were fully recovered from the difficulties of 5 

years ago. 
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Roy Hunt then responded to questions.  He was asked further about the structure 

of the governing bodies of Ramblers and the role of General Council, the structure 
and responsibilities of the Board of Trustees and how the organisation was funded.  

The point was made that information should be more readily available to members 
so that they know how money is spent and they know who is lobbying which 

Members of Parliament on what subject.  Roy Hunt agreed that there was a need 
for transparency in CO’s relationship with the membership. 

Dave Turnbull raised the ideal situation of having a dedicated member of CO staff 
who would visit regularly, advise on problems, assist in fund-raising for projects 

and work closely with volunteers. 

Roy Hunt finished by saying that of the projected motions to GC 2016, one definite 

motion would be to scrap the governance proposals as they stand and start afresh.  
A further probable motion would be to improve communications. 

The meeting finished at 3.35pm. 

 

Did you know that you can now download this Annual Report from the 

Northumbria Area pages on the national website? 

Go to www.ramblers.org.uk/northumbria 
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Northumbria Area in 2016 

Officers’ Reports 

Area Chair’s Report 

2016 has been an interesting and rewarding year. It has been a real pleasure 
getting to know and work with committee and group members and I thank them for 

their help and support. 

In January I met with Christine Hathaway and Hazel Robinson from HO, who 

provided invaluable help and information for me developing my role as Chairman. 

I attended the General Council meeting in York with Richard Fletcher and Rachel 
Orange. It was well organised and more constructive than the previous year and 

introduced a member’s event, which took the form of workshops and an exhibition 
and seemed to be successful. 

HO ran an Induction day for new Chairmen and Secretaries in July which I 
attended. It was very helpful and informative as we had a tour of the various 

departments and then presentations from each section. It is also good to be able to 
put a face to a name! We also had a very enjoyable walk along the Thames path 

and a meal on the first night. 

We have had Executive and Area committee meetings in April and October and 

meetings for the north and south of the area group committee members. The latter 
have provided useful forums to meet, receive updates on Area projects and share 

ideas and experiences.  

We took part in the Festival of Walks in September and between all the groups we 

offered a comprehensive array of walks. 

Our main project this year has been to wind up our old website and move to the 
Area pages on the National website. We took this action because the old website 

was no longer fit for purpose and would have required significant investment to 
replace and update. The National site is free and regularly updated; it also offers 

more flexibility and opportunities to convey more information about the Area than 
was previously possible. 

I fully appreciate what a task this has been and would like to thank all the groups 
for their patience and commitment, with particular thanks to Alison Emslie and 

Tony Royston for offering assistance to groups and helping make this move as 
smooth as possible. 

Penny Ford 

 

Membership Secretary’s Report 

 Again I am sorry to report that our numbers are still falling. Since October last 

year we have gained 259 new members, but, our total membership over the year 

dropped from 2120 to 2065 to date, a loss of 55. Adding that to our new members, 
results in an overall loss of a very worrying 324! Most of the losses are because for 

whatever reason, they have just let their membership lapse. Others have 
transferred to other areas or reported as died, or simply passed away unreported. 

 Our Area has an anomaly, in that we have two Administration Only groups, 
designated NN96 and NN98. The first is known as Northumbria Area Membership 
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and currently has 63 members, down by 2 since last year. This group was started 

in February 2011. Who at Head Office instigated it I do not know. Prior to then, new 
members were allocated to groups by their postcode, unless they requested 

otherwise. This does not seem to be the case now. The second group, Northumbria 
Non-Group Member has a constant 23 members, these are people who did not ask 

to be in any particular group. A great load of work has now been taken from my roll 
by HO, thankfully, by virtue of the fact that instead of sending me all the area 

reports in one big PDF, which I had to split into each individual group, then send on 
to them, they now split them at source and send out to each Group Membership 

Secretary, though I still get a copy of the complete Area List. 

Malcolm McVey 

 

Access  Officer 

Coast Access  

Work has been progressing on the section of the England Coast Path from South 
Bents on the Sunderland / South Tyneside boundary, north to Amble in 

Northumberland.  Survey work has been carried out by members of Northumbria 
Area, and a report has now been submitted to RA Central Office, for submission to 

English Nature.  English Nature will finalise their proposals and submit their report 
on this section of coast for consultation before submission to the Secretary of State 

for final approval of the line of the route, and associated spreading room. 

English Nature are now starting the consultation process for the final two sections 

of the Northumberland Coast from Amble to Bamburgh, and Bamburgh to the 

Scottish border.  Anyone who is interested in assisting with the RA survey work for 
these sections of the England Coast Path should contact the Northumbria Area 

Access Officer. 

For further details of England Coast Path progress see: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
360158/coastal-access-england-map.pdf 

 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

The requirement for Natural England to complete a statutory review of the maps of 
‘open country’ and registered common land under section 10 of the CROW Act 2000 

has been deferred.  The 8 conclusive maps covering England will now be reviewed 
for each area in 2019 and 2020, 15 years after their first issue by the Countryside 

Agency. Subsequent review deadlines are also deferred. 

There are some ‘access restrictions’ in force affecting the use of Access Land.  

These can be viewed on the Natural England website, which also covers Coast 

Access:  

For further details of Access Restrictions see the Natural England website: 

http://www.openaccess.naturalengland.org.uk/wps/portal/oasys/maps/MapSearch  

Nuala Wright 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/360158/coastal-access-england-map.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/360158/coastal-access-england-map.pdf
http://www.openaccess.naturalengland.org.uk/wps/portal/oasys/maps/MapSearch
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Area Footpaths Officer (Rights of Way) 

Since taking over from Alan Mitcham at this year’s AGM, this has been, very much, 
a learning period for me, and I am grateful to Alan for his help during the last 9 

months.  Alan remains a member of the Northumberland Joint Access Forum 

Fortunately, the 2 major projects of the year, the Heritage Way, and the Coastal 

Path, continue to be led by Alan and Nuala Wright respectively. 

The Heritage Way is making good progress-the Way has been walked and re-

walked by Ramblers’ members; the route has been modified in places; meetings 

have taken place with the local authorities, and the guide has been re-written. 
David Dallow and his team have cleared sections of the path, and it is hoped that 

the Way will be officially re-opened early in 2017. 

Similarly, work has been completed on the next section of the English Coastal Path, 

from South Bents to Amble. Nuala Wright and Richard Fletcher have been co-
ordinating this work, and Morpeth Ramblers have walked and reported on a large 

part of this section. 

The problem at Morley Hill Farm continues. A developer has acquired a nearby strip 

of land and is in negotiations with Newcastle City Council to offer the land for a 
substitute right of way. 

I have attended 2 stakeholder meetings concerned with the proposed dualling of 2 
sections of the AI. The preferred route will be announced in Spring 2017, and work 

continues on providing suitable crossing points for walkers, horse riders etc. 

Alan and I, together with Margaret Anderson (Berwick Group’s Footpath Officer) 

have had a meeting with Network Rail to discuss their proposals to close 5 level 

crossings in Northumberland. The County Council is still considering these 
proposals. 

We have had a meeting with the developers of the proposed opencast mine at 
Druridge. Plans for replacement footpaths were presented to us. The Secretary of 

State has called in the planning application, so the mine may not proceed. 

Footpath maintenance groups from Hexham and Tyneside have continued to work 

regularly. It is hoped that other Groups in our Area may be willing to establish their 
own footpath groups. Groups might consider acting together if they don’t have 

enough volunteers of their own. 

A recent development has been a proposal by Northumberland National Park’s 

National Trail Officer to divert part of Hadrian’s Wall Path at Gilsland. Rather than 
following the Wall by Poltross Burn Milecastle, it is proposed that walkers should 

walk through Gilsland Village. The reasons given are the dangers of crossing the 
railway line, and the fact that the Village has public toilets and cafes. Needless to 

say Northumbria Ramblers have objected at Area, Group and individual level. The 

report now goes to Natural England. Further lobbying by Ramblers may be 
required. 

Work continues on researching Lost Ways i.e. finding and recording rights of way 
that are not recorded on the Definitive Map. Alnwick Group has recently set up a 

group to do this, and I am looking for other Ramblers who want to get involved. 
Don’t worry if you know little or nothing about archives or research-advice will be 

given! Please contact me if you are interested. 

Neil Allender 
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Webmaster 

The area site (www.northumbriaramblers.org.uk) continues to be maintained by me 
and some of the Tyneside groups alter its content. However, because of its 

antiquated, potentially poor security and maintenance difficulty it has been 
suggested that it be completely replaced by the national site 

(www.ramblers.org.uk). This site is far easier to maintain by authorised editors and 
the design is both uniform and has a distinctive Ramblers style. All the area groups 

now have an active presence after some assistance. Incorporated into the site is a 

Walks Finder which can be fed either directly or through a specially designed Excel 
spreadsheet. Also a facility to advertise group or area events. 

Walks Book This book is sent to about 300 members who prefer printed media to 
web pages. Continually updated copies of the complete book and individual group 

contributions are available on both websites. 

Tony Royston 

 

District Group Reports 

Alnwick and District Group 

Our group has 71 members. We have put on a full walk programme of walks in 
North Northumberland this year with a Sunday walk every two weeks led by a 

variety of members and also shorter walks on Tuesdays during the spring, summer 
and autumn.  

The walks have been entered on the Alnwick page of the walks finder on the 
national website.  

We have spent £142 on first aid kits for all walk leaders. 

Elidh Gardiner 

 

Berwick Group 

Berwick Ramblers featured in an article in the Berwick Advertiser in October as a 

result of our agreeing to contribute a sum of money towards the re-opening of 
Askew's Walk, which is a popular local foot path linking the riverside path on the 

northern bank of the River Tweed to the road to Paxton.  The path had been badly 
damaged by flooding and erosion in recent years; the money contributed by 

Berwick Ramblers provided for new drainage, gates and fencing.  To quote from the 
paper "Berwick Ramblers said that the money was raised through the sale of local 

walks books, researched and written by the later Arthur Wood, a long-time member 
of the group.  The group wanted to see the proceeds from the sale of the books 

used on a local footpath project, and this one was ideal as Askew's Walk was one of 
Arthur's favourite routes”. 

Members of the group continue to organise one led walk each week, normally on a 

Sunday although Saturdays feature occasionally if local buses permit.  There is a bi-
monthly coffee morning where members who no long walk regularly continue to 

meet - also attended by regular walkers.  Our annual weekend away was to 
Callander, where the weather was a bit indifferent (fog on Ben Ledi), but the 

weekend enjoyable nonetheless.  Weekend is a bit of a misnomer, because none of 

http://www.northumbriaramblers.org.uk/
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/
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us works anymore (hooray), so we go during the week, taking advantage of less 

busy times.  Committee meetings are three times per year, in addition to the AGM, 
which last year had the exciting innovation of a quiz night. 

Annie Watt 

 

Chester-le-Street 

Since the start of the February 16 programme Chester-le-Street Ramblers have had 

the fortnightly programme of walks as advertised. Most have been spectacular with 
9-12 mile walks, some within a 20-24 mile radius of home, and some within a 40-

60 mile radius. We often have a shorter walk as alternative. 

Our summer Wednesday evening fortnightly walks were much appreciated and well 

attended and also our shorter “coffee shop” walks are held the 1st Thursday 
morning of every month. 

Now being introduced on a 6 month experimental basis is a walk on alternate 
Sundays starting 10.30am rather than 9.30am. If popular these will be 

incorporated into our official programme. 

However a very successful venture is our monthly social event which may be a 
meal out, an educational visit(local sewage works), a games afternoon (archery or 

curling), attendance at a ceilidh or garden party. These events cement our 
companionship and gamesmanship skills. We do enjoy. 

All walks/ social events appear on our new website, (ramblers.org.uk/chester-le-
street )which is updated on a regular basis, for all to peruse, with hints/tips/info. 

Walk leaders are encouraged to upload their walks directly, events are added as 
soon as info becomes available,  

Many thanks to Alison Emslie, for her assistance/guidance in setting up our site.  

A facebook page, has been set up, advertising/promoting our group with reminders, 

and walk photos on show 

Membership over the past 12 months:  85 members (Oct 2015) to 89 (Sept 2016) 

averaging 87 members per month, with 14 members leaving and 12 new members 
in that time 

Jon Davison/ Kathleen Tweddle 

 

Derwentside Group 

Membership is currently 76.  Attendance on walks has been quite good and we 
often have guests from other groups. 

In early December we had to cancel our walk at Corbridge due to severe flooding.  
January brought sheet ice for our walk at Stapleton, but a nice warm pub at the 

end.  At Langthwaite in March I managed to take the wrong path, but Rob Green 
saved the day by finding a new route which was better than the original. 

The annual dinner was held at the Derwent Walk Inn at Ebchester in April and was 
a great success.  

This year’s AGM was held at a new venue for the first time in years, at Allendale, 
where we found a quiet room in the back of a pub. 

http://ramblers.org.uk/chester-le-street
http://ramblers.org.uk/chester-le-street
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Another fine walking year and the group goes from strength to strength.  We have 

so many walk leaders that each person only has to lead one walk. 

Vaughan Davidson 

 

Durham Group 

I am pleased to report that in 2016 the membership increased, as did the number 
of walks and the attendance on walks.  The Group did not increase the number of 

social events, but the ones that were organised were enjoyed by members. 

The membership of the Group has increased from 128 to 135 over the year.  This 

compares to no change in 2015.  There were 15 new members this year compared 
to 14 in 2015.  So the increase in membership is due to much better retention of 

members.  This is likely to be due to the walk’s leaders making sure that new 
walkers are introduced to the Group.  It is also possible that the sending to the 

membership by email a weekly reminder and newsletter could have helped. 

This year the Group has organised 62 walks shared between 14 leaders.  As in 

previous years the Group has organised Sunday walks on every other Sunday, 

alternating with Derwentside Group’s Sunday walks.  Along with these there have 
been fortnightly Wednesday walks some of which have been morning walks with 

lunch at a pub.  From 6.00 p.m. during the summer months the Group has led 
evening walks which continue to be well attended.  Next year the number of 

Wednesday walks will be increased as there is a significant interest in these. 

There have not been many reports of footpath problems for the Group’s footpath 

officer to attend to.  A major problem has been the landslip in Pelaw Wood which 
has caused the closure of Durham City footpaths 80 and 81.  The former is a very 

important path and cycle route beside the River Wear opposite the Racecourse.  
The Council are doing extensive work to stabilise the bank and the paths should be 

open soon. 

Next year the Group is looking forward to hosting the Area AGM on Saturday 4th 

February in Croxdale Community Centre. 

Cliff Ludman 

 

Gateshead Group 

The Gateshead Group has had the usual busy year walking nearly every Saturday, 

including several social events and away walking events/holidays. In 2016 we also 
hosted the Area AGM at Whickham, homemade cakes provided by the members. 

Some of our events were:- 

1. January, defibrillator training at a garden centre following a walk. The 

defibrillator obtained with a grant to the group. 
2. A tray bake off prior to a walk at Hethpool raising £71 for Sports relief. 

3. Eleven walkers taking part in the Ride2Stride event at Settle staying in a very 
nice converted dairy for two nights on May Day weekend. 

4. An away day to Scarborough on 30th July with 30 walkers completing either 8 or 
11 miles. 

5. August, linear walk on the Pennine way from Cow Green to Dufton with almost 
50 walkers. The return coach subsidised by Natural England. 
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6. September, 11 nights in the Italian Lakes. 

Peter Blacklock 

 

Hexham Group 

Since the last meeting in April membership continues at 130 although we have had 

a few new people join our walks recently. 

We have set up a Facebook page with Alison Emslie’s invaluable help so post photos 

and brief details of walks every week. The number of “ visits “ is growing but 
slowly. 

Our 60th anniversary celebrations included setting up a market stall in Hexham on 
September 3rd. We were rained off after 2 hours but during that time had several 

expressions of interest with many people taking away printed programmes and RA 
info. The following day the regular Sunday walk started in Hexham and was 

followed by an anniversary tea in the Great Hall of Hexham Abbey. Topsy Dickson 
gave a talk on walking The Pacific Crest Trail, a boot-shaped cake was cut and 

prizes presented to 2 of the Treasure Hunt Walk winners. Some of the oldest 

members of the group were present, 2 of whom I am planning to interview to 
record their memories of the group’s early days. 

 The 6 Treasure Hunt walks had been devised by Mavis Harris and myself as an 
effort to attract new members. It failed to do that with a low response but we 

learnt a lot about publicity, producing leaflets cheaply etc.  so still feel it was worth 
trying and we did enjoy planning the walks and looking for the clues. Again Alison 

helped enormously with the production of the leaflets and putting the info on our 
web page. 

We are hoping to put on a monthly 5 mile walk, starting in the spring, to take place 
probably on the same Sunday as our long walk. I have met with the Health Walks 

regional co-ordinator who is keen to strengthen links with us and has members of 
the Hexham Health Walks group who are interested in doing longer walks. The hope 

is that this will attract new members who might go on to enjoy our regular 
programme and also others who have done little walking but do not need the 

Health Walk programme. 

The Waymarking group continues to go out on a monthly basis for a few hours. We 
have a steady turnout of between 6 and 10 people. At the moment we are in 

Matfen and Gt. Whittington Parishes. Unless November is a fine month our next 
outing on 25th October will be the last for this year. In the summer when we went 

out to do our annual inspection of a 10 mile stretch of the trail, we were joined by a 
journalist who was writing a blog on Isaac’s Tea Trail. She gave us a great report 

and has since met with me to give suggestions about achieving more publicity for 
the group. 

I’ve recently had a phone call from another journalist who is writing an article on 
Hadrian’s Wall Trail for Walk magazine, asking for comments on our experience of 

the trail. Hopefully this will give the group another bit of publicity whenever it is 
printed. 

The HF house at Coniston has been booked for the annual week-end visit next April 
– numbers grow each year. 
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Weekly walks generally attract between 8  & 15 people but we need more people to 

offer to lead walks. 

Julia Forster 

 

Morpeth 

Membership currently stands at 70.    We have had three new members added to 
our list although currently only one has been walking with us.  Attendance on walks 

continues to be good although a few regulars have been absent due to ill health or 
injury.  We hope to see them back soon.  We have started to plan our twice yearly 

meetings earlier in the evening which enables us all to have a meal together 
afterwards.  This appears to be quite popular. 

We also had a very pleasant summer meal at the Turkish restaurant in Morpeth in 
July and we continue to try and meet up for a cup of tea after our walks where 

possible.   

A number of us were involved in doing some recces of the proposed England Coast 

Path between St Mary’s Lighthouse and Amble earlier in the year. We did ten 

sections totalling around 30 miles.  We all enjoyed the experience and hope that we 
provided some useful information and photographs.  Thanks go to all those who 

volunteered. 

Vicky Ludbrook 

 

Northumbria Short Circuits 

Membership of our Group remains steady at 89. It is encouraging that we continue 
to attract new members on a regular basis. We have had a very busy year since the 

last report. 

This includes: 

 The Ray Hemmings Memorial Walk took place at Rothbury in early August. We 
had beautiful weather and the same can be said for the walk itself. Thank you to 

Ian Dawson for organising and leading the walk. 

 A Walks Leaders Meeting & lunch was held on 27th July 2016 at Badger Inn, 

Ponteland, to discuss all aspects related to leading walks. – footpath problems, 

first aid etc. Eighteen walks leaders and committee members attended – very 
interesting and successful on a number of levels. 

 The Summer Walks Festival September2016 worked very well and our members 
seem interested in doing it again next year. David Moore organised 4 walks, to 

Stannington, Corbridge, Durham and Penshaw. He already has ideas for 4 walks 
for next year’s Festival. However he noticed that we had not received any 

money from the Postcode Lottery, despite being told that we would benefit. 
During our “Summer Walking Festival” we welcomed some recently joined 

members and some potential new members. 

 The Group’s Away Day to Grasmere. 27 Members had a wonderful day out on 

17th September 2017. Perfect weather, a fine walk, and the Lake District at its 
very best. 
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 Melrose Walking Weekend 2016 - Took place on the weekend of 17th June -20th 

June 2016, staying at the Waverley Castle Hotel. 22 members took part and a 
good time was had by all! 

WALKS 

David Moore and a Pathfinders sub-committee , are working on the next 6-months 

programme of walks, starting in February 2017. They would ideally like to have a 
structured, flexible 3-year rolling programme for future groups to work on. All 

leaders (& potential leaders) have been asked to submit possible walks and dates 
for inclusion. 

 Away Day 2nd September 2017 Derek Coleman has already researched this and 
is willing to take us to Holy Island. The date will be 2nd September 2017. More 

details will be circulated when we’ve done more planning. 

 Weekend Away. Following a successful weekend in Melrose last year, Owen 

Oliver is organising a Weekend in Windermere - 21 people have expressed an 
interest in joining us on our 2017 weekend away. This will be at The Windermere 

Hotel, and will take place from 23rd- 26th June 2017 inclusive. 

Apart from the above we are organising social events including: 

Post-Christmas Meal 21 January 2017 

Our post-Christmas lunch is to be held at the ‘Millstone’, Gosforth, on 21st January 
2017. This will be a non-walking Saturday, so we can get dressed in our finery. 

James All, the manager, will provide a two course fix price menu.  

We plan to visit ‘The Running Fox’ after a walk at Felton next April. 

Website  

There has been no change with our internet presence with there still being two web 

pages. Having our own Group Website is being examined. This will be an item for 
discussion at our AGM in November. 

After hearing of deaths on recent walks we are looking at ways of improving 
contingencies for such an event occurring on one of our walks. Of interest is a 

Ramblers suggestion of registering of mobile phones for Emergency SMS.  

Finally, Northumbria Short Circuits AGM, which will take place on Saturday 

November 5th 2016 at The Quaker Meeting Rooms in Gosforth from 2pm until 4pm.  

Anne Dickinson 

 

Northumbria Family Walking Group 

In an effort to attract more members, we renewed our website.  It is now 

www.familywalking.org and we can also be contacted on our Twitter feed 
@familywalking or further details from www.familywalking.org 

Robert Cooper 

 

Northumbria Walking Group (20s and 30s Group) 

Please see website contact details at www.ramblers.org.uk/northumbria-walking 

Mark Harrison 

www.familywalking.org
www.familywalking.org
www.ramblers.org.uk/northumbria-walking
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Ponteland Group 

Our Chair and founder member, Marjorie Scarlett, has endured serious health 

problems but is now recovering and we hope she will be joining our walks again 
soon. 

The established walk pattern of alternate Sundays and two Wednesdays per month 
has continued throughout the year. The Wednesday group is the better supported. 

We are short of leaders for our Sunday walks but have still managed to complete a 
full programme. 

Our total membership has risen from 91 to 100. About 40 support our group walks. 

Progress has been made on a claimed path at the western end of Darras Hall and 

on the blocked path at Morley Hill. We continue to work with the local council 
footpath users group. 

We held 2 very successful group annual dinners around the turn of the year. 

We joined Hexham group for a weekend away at Sedbergh in April, our thanks go 

to Jill Bungay of Hexham for organising this. 

Steve Edwards 

 

Sunderland Group 

Our membership is down slightly standing at 142 but attendance at both the 

Wednesday and Sunday walks has not fallen by many.  

Our AGM was held this year on Wednesday 2nd November.. 

One of the aims during the AGM was to discuss methods of publicising the ramblers 
with the aim of attracting new members. 

We have found recently that some of our members find long walks a bit difficult and 
one of our very experienced members often leads a shorter and easier paced walk 

from the same starting point. Where possible with the help of the walk leader 
copies of the route are distributed around the group hoping that familiarity with 

following a route and gaining experience with map reading will encourage more 
walk leaders to come forward. 

A 5 day holiday to Ireland took place 2 weeks ago when 43 walkers and friends 

travelled by coach and ferry and had a very enjoyable time visiting Dublin, Wexford 
and the Wicklow mountains. 

A Christmas walk has been arranged for 14 December which will be followed by a 
Buffet and a few silly games. 

Gillian Darbyshire  

 

Tyneside Group 

Unfortunately the health of our former Chairman, Barbara Dickson, deteriorated 

during the summer and sadly she died in September. Three years ago when we 
were looking for a new Chairman, Barbara had readily agreed to take on the role 

because she wanted to ‘put something back’. She was always grateful to Ramblers 
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for helping her recover from earlier illness and during her short time as Chairman 

she inspired us with her sense of purpose and commitment.  

Due to the combination of increased use of technology and increased cost of 

postage, the Annual Report was published online for the first time. There were a 
number of knock on effects; a poor turn out for our AGM being one of them as we 

only just managed the required quorum. Nevertheless it was a successful meeting 
and our new Chairman, Barrie Russell, was appointed.  

In April, Groups were asked to carry out a 6 month trial using the web site set up 
by HO; in future this would be the designated and legally supported site. From the 

beginning it was felt that with our 4 separate groups (HO would like to call them 
‘strands’),Tyneside would not easily fit into the mould and so it has proved to be. 

But with a lot of support and encouragement from Alison Emslie (Gateshead), hours 
of persistence and perseverance from Michael Manwell (Tyneside) and very positive 

attitudes from all the web editors, success is in sight. Michael was co-opted as our 
Web Manager at the last committee meeting. At present negotiating the website for 

the weekly walk sheet is not as intuitive as it was but the new site does give the 

possibility of adding useful and interesting information. 

With a lot of help from the Forestry Commission, a bench in memory of Ann Key, a 

Rambling stalwart and Ranger, has been put in place. It is sited on the corner of 
Joe’s Wood in a beautiful spot, with the Simonside Hills behind and looking down on 

to Rothbury, grid ref. NZ 0317 9889. Forestry Commission apprentices carried out 
all the work, including felling and seasoning the wood. 

Overall it has been a busy but productive year with members enjoying a lot of good 
walking. Thanks are due to all the committee members for their support and for 

fulfilling their roles so reliably and to all the other ‘unsung heroes’ such as Walk 
Leaders, who contribute so much effort week after week. 

Gill Dallow 
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Accounts 

Ramblers, Northumbria Area 
Income and Expenditure Account Year Ended 30th September 2016 

    
Income   2015/16 2014/15 

 Central Office Allocation 3240.00 4250.00 
 Sales of Adverts 280.00 360.00 

 Training (Donations) 300.00 110.00 
 Bank Interest 4.59 7.59 

 Sales (Key Rings) 60.00      -             
 Total Income for Year 3884.59 4727.59 

    
Expenditure    

 Group Allocations 2274.84 3645.90 
 Walks Programmes 1471.39 2206.58 

 Walks Leader Training 1340.00 220.00 

 Practical Work 133.00 115.42 
 Footpath Maintenance/Campaigns - 417.67 

 Publicity - 102.00 
 Meetings 279.73 287.16 

 Administration 84.53 24.70 
 Total Expenditure for Year 5583.49 7019.43 

    
 Surplus/(Deficit) for Year (1698.90) (2291.84) 

    
Balance 

Sheet 

   

 Opening Balance 6648.70 8940.54 

 Closing Balance 4949.80 6648.70 
 

Independent Examiner’s Statement 

Having carried out procedures in accordance with Area and Group Independent 

Examination Guidelines, I consider the Northumbria Area accounts to have been 
properly prepared and give a true and fair view of the Area finances for the year 

ended September 30th 2016 

Signed Gary Kennedy 

9 Church View, Longhorsley, NE65 8UQ.  

Date 20th October 2016 

 

Stephen Edwards 

Treasurer. 
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Honorary Area Officers 2016– 2017 

  

Chair       Penny Ford 

Vice-Chair      Richard Fletcher 

Treasurer      Stephen Edwards 

Secretary (split post) 

Area Correspondence & Liaison Officer  Vacant 

Countryside Officer    Vacant 

Annual Report Editor     Paul Roberts   

 

Access Officer     Nuala Wright 

Rights of Way Coordinator   Neil Allender 

Publicity and Literature Officer  Vacant 

Membership Officer    Malcom McVey 

Training Officer     Judith Taylor 

Walk Northumbria Editor   Vacant 

IT Officer      Tony Royston 

Media Officer     Vacant 

Minutes Secretary    Pauline Hawdon/Judith Taylor 

  

Individual Area Council Members 

Mr W. Gallon 

Mr Bob Hutchinson 

Mr M Nugent 

 

 


